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EUGENICS 

\ the minds of too many people, even those with 
some degree of education, the word “ eugenics ” 
has still little significance; is dismissed possibly 
“another fad of the cranks.” Yet what does 
s science really imply? The name itself, taken 
from Greek words meaning “good in stock, here- 
tarily endowed with noble qualities,” originated 
th Francis Galton, whose name is associated 
h so much deeply interesting investigation into 
study of mankind. To nurses a study of 
3 science is very clearly indicated. In the 
rse of their work they have to deal with disease 
klessly transmitted from parents to children, 
evravated by unwholesome environment and 
nomic conditions that leave much to be desired. 
s impossible for thinking persons not to be 
pressed with the obvious stupidity that allows 
most precious asset, human life, our best and 
y real “ wealth,” to be wasted on all sides, while 
spend our money and our chief effort in costly 
vemes for mending the wreckage when it is 
rly, if not quite, too late. Is it not, therefore, 
ential that we should try to master something 
the science that aims at teaching us the real 
lue of life, and how to influence our environ- 
nt so that the survival of the fittest may also 

the survival of the best? 
The wholesale slaughter of the innocents still 





going on in this twentieth century of boasted 
civilisation by the simple process of what we call 
infant mortality; the unhindered multiplication 
of the unfit, for want of due and proper care of 
persons physically and mentally so defective that 
they are a distinct danger to the public (as every 
poor-law guardian with experience of workhouse 
maternity wards knows full well); all these facts, 
admitted as such but not recognised in their prac- 
tical bearing on the national well-being, should 
surely make the most careless begin to ask if 
there is nothing to be done to improve matters. 
It is not only, or even chiefly, to legislation that 
we must look for racial improvement, but to the 
gradual formation of a sound public opinion. On 
this point we recommend for reading Dr. Saleeby’s 
book, “Parenthood and Race-Culture,” in which 
this whole question is treated in a broad and 
reasonable manner. The power of individual 
opinion is very great. It remains for each of us, 
especially for us women, to whom the nurture and 
education of the next generation is so largely en- 
trusted, to educate ourselves-first, and then to see 
that we help’ to bring about, each in our own 
sphere, such a body of sound opinion that in time 
to come those marriages that to-day we deplore as 
setting at defiance the laws of good breeding will 
be as impossible to all thinking persons as any 
other form of racial crime. We shall, in fact, 
learn to think for future generations, and find 
no hardship in so doing. 

Some “eugenists” are apt to startle the un- 
initiated by suggestions of drastic measures for the 
furtherance of a racial ideal which are at present 
very antagonistic to the British notion of indivi- 
dual freedom. But it does not do to be put off a 
subject merely because some reformers are, we 
may consider, extreme in their ideas. If nurses 
will study these problems for themselves, drawing 
upon their own vast funds of personal experience 
and using their thinking powers towards their 
elucidation, they will almost certainly become 
themselves keen eugenists, and prove a most valu- 
able addition to the ranks of those who are work- 
ing for reform. Information and literature may be 
had from the Eugenics Education Society (6 York 
Buildings, Adelphi), which is doing good service 
by popularising the scientific study of this subject 
in “persistently setting forth the national import- 
ance of eugenics in order to modify public opinion 
and create a sense of responsibility in the respect 
of bringing all matters pertaining to human parent- 
hood under the domination of eugenic ideals, and 
spreading a knowledge of the laws of heredity so 
far as they are surely known, and so far as that 
knowledge might effect improvement of race.” 
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NURSING NOTES 
Scortish Nurses’ ASSOCIATION. 

T a preliminary meeting of nurses, held in 
A tlasgow recently for the purpose of consider- 
ing whether in view of the three Bills now before 
Parliament, Scottish Nurses should not organise 
themselves in their own interests, a provisional 
committee was appointed to draw up suggestions. 
At another meeting it was decided to form “The 
Scottish Nurses Association.” The objects of the 
Association are (1) to obtain a State registration 
of nurses by a single portal system for the United 
Kingdom, and extended if possible to the British 
Empire, the nurses to be admitted to the Register 
(a) after three years regulated training in recog- 
nised hospital schools, and (b) after having passed 
a State Examination conducted under the auspices 
of a central board at suitable centres; (2) to raise 
and regulate the standards of education and train- 
ing of nurses. Ail nurses who approve of these 
objects are eligible for membership. Sir William 
Macewen was elected President, and among 
others Mrs. Strong, formerly matron of the 
Glasgow Royal Infirmary was elected a vice- 
president. Miss M‘Neillie, Princess Louise 
Hospital, Roseneath, was elected Secretary. 


RETIREMENT OF Miss SwIrFt. 


Tue July number of Guy’s Hospital Gazette 
voices the general feeling on Miss Swift’s resig- 
nation, when it says: “The utmost regret was 
felt throughout the Hospital at the close of last 
week when it became known that the Matron 
had tendered her resignation to the Court of 
Goverrors, and that the same had been perforce 
accepted. The Matron has been an excellent 
administrator, combining great courtesy and tact 
with due firmness, and has proved herself ideally 
fitted for the responsible post she has held. 

“The resolution of the Court embodying its high 
appreciation of the great services rendered by 
Miss Swift, is to be presented to her, and the resig- 
nation will take effect in the autumn. She 
passes into her retirement with the affectionate 
regard and appreciation of a very large number 
of us who are connected with Guy’s, and with 
the sincere respect of all with whom she has 
been brought in contact.” 

In connection with Miss Swift’s resignation, 
it is interesting to note that, according to 
statistics, the average cost to the Hospital of 
nurses per head is less at Guy’s than at any other 
of the London Hospitals. 

Some details of Miss Swift’s successor, Miss 
Haughton, will be found on page 614. 


Doctors AND NuRSEs. 


We cannot but deplore the growing lack of 
harmony between nursing associations and 
doctors, of which evidence reaches us from all 
parts of the country. After fourteen years 
harmonious work in Wallsend, during which time 
the district nurses only attended cases at the 
request of the medical men of the town, friction 





has arisen. For some reason the doctors made a 
claim to be represented on the management com- 
mittee of the nursing association. The com- 
mittee were ready to accord them two seats, 
but this did not satisfy the medical profession 
who all desired membership, and to mark their 
displeasure at the committee’s refusal to grant it 
they boycotted the nurses by refraining to cal 
them in to their patients. It was quite reason 
able that they should be adequately represented 
on the Committee of the nursing association, but 
it was not reasonable to expect that membershi; 
should be extended to every individual doctor. 

The nursing association, however, had n 
desire to act rashly. By their present bye-law, 
which limited their nurses’ services to cases t 
which they are called in by a medical man, they 
had placed their institution in an unassailable 
position from a professional standpoint, by its 
recision not only would they have weakened this, 
but in their endeavour to extend their nurses’ 
immediate sphere of usefulness, would have run 
a risk of ultimately lessening it, and of giving a 
handle to those who contend that nurses act in 
competition with doctors. 

We are glad to learn that at the recent com- 
mittee meeting a resolution appointing four 
doctors to the committee was passed, and we 
hope, therefore, that the work of the association 
will now be carried on unanimously. 


BapTisMsS IN WORKHOUSES. 


THE nurses of Walton Workhouse have rebelled 
against being obliged to carry babies to a church 
for baptism, and the old custom of having the 
ceremony in the workhouse has therefore been 
resumed. The Poor Law Officers’ Journal sug- 
gests that surely some one might have been found 
who would be delighted to take the babies t 
be baptised—who more fitting than the babies 
parents? Be that as it may, the attitude o! 
the nurses is justified. Their action was no 
for want of kindness. Nobody has greater kind 
ness for babies than workhouse nurses, but 
nurses are as much entitled as anybody to think 
of themselves. They have plenty of work, an 
the direction given to the nurses was outside th 
duties of a nurse as laid down in the Poor Lav 
Orders. 


Unrversity Dietoma or NURSING. 


learn from the American Journal « 
that, as at Columbia University 
Chair of Nursing has now 
been established at Minnesota. A_ hospita 
is being built in the university grounds 
where sufficient nurses will be employed to admi' 
of the pupil nurses working on the eight-hou 
system while attached to the university for study 
A committee has been appointed to recommen 
the other American universities to adopt sucl 
courses as part of the regular university curri 
culum. As will be remembered, there was som: 
talk of the authorities of Bristol University estab- 
lishing a similar Chair of Nursing, but we under 
stand that no definite steps have yet been taken 
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SPINA 


‘INA bifida (a cleft) is a congenital malforma- 
m of the vertebral canal, with protusion of 
of its contents in the form of a fluid tumour. 
found at any point in the spinal column, 
most frequently at the cervical or near the 
f the dorsal region where the lamine are the 
to unite. 

‘asionally the protusion has occurred through 
ndies of the vertebre instead of posteriorily 
ch the cleft spine. They are seldom of such 

as to cause delay in labour. 

s malformation is due to an arrest of de- 
ment of the lamine of the vertebre and 
consequent failure to unite in the middle 
to form the spinous processes. This non- 
may possibly be sometimes owing to an 

s of cerebro-spinal fluid. 
re are three chief forms of spina bifida :— 
Protrusion of the spinal membranes only, 
al meningocele.” 

Protrusion of the membranes together with 
jinal cord and nerves, “ meningo-myelocele.”’ 
Protusion of the membranes and cord, the 
il canal of the latter being dilated to form 
ic, “syringo-myelocele.” 

[In spinal meningocele, the sac consists of 
mater a thick, inelastic, fibrous membrane 
lines the spinal canal, being continuous 
the dura mater which lines the interior of 
cull) and arachnoid (a thin, delicate mem- 
which invests the surface of the cord). 
lura mater and arachnoid are blended to- 
and consequently communicate with the 
ichnoid space, and contain cerebro-spinal 
The subarachnoid space is between the 
oid and the pia mater. The cord and 
ves remain in the spinal canal. The swelling 
isually small, and may protrude merely be- 
the two almost normal spines: the cavity 
sac is the subarachnoid space. The swell- 
often covered with well-formed skin, and 
tie complications are often absent. 
1 meningo-myelocele the sac also consists 
1 mater lined by arachnoid, but contains, 
tion to cerebro-spinal fluid, the spinal cord 
‘rve roots. Meningo-myeloceles may be 
into those cases in which the cord is at- 
to the sac and those in which it runs 

h the cavity without becoming attached; 
the latter case the nerve roots may be 
ed to the sac wall. The common arrange- 
s the first-named. 
ingo-myeloceles are the most common 
y of spina bifida, and form 63 per cent. of 
Ss. 

‘yringo-myeloceles are the most rare form. 
‘ntral canal of the cord is greatly distended 
luid, the expanded cord being thus spread 

the sac wall, with which it is intimately 

d. The nerves in this case pass through 
lls of the sac to their destination. In some 
ces there is no protrusion, but rather a de- 
on in the situation of the cleft between the 





BIFIDA 


vertebre (spina bifida occulta), the cleft being 
occupied by the blended membranes, skin, and 
cord, and the spot covered with a tuft of hair. 
The tumour may form an intra-abdominal cyst, 
and may be difficult to distinguish from other 
abdominal-cystic tumours. The coexistence of 
paralysis, deformities, and hydrocephalus, with 
an abdominal tumour having its attachment in 
the neighbourhood of the spinal column, should 
lead to the recognition of the possibility of its 
being a spina bifida. 

The coverings of the sac may be healthy skin, 
but more commonly healthy skin is only found 
at the sides, the central portion consisting of a 
thin bluish membrane. These tumours are 
generally associated with other congenital defects. 

Hydrocephalus is one of the most common: it 
may be present without giving any evidence ex- 
ternally, and frequently developes after operation. 
Outside the nervous system club-foot (double or 
single) is common: congenital dislocation of the 
hip, hare-lip, cleft palate, imperforate anus, and 
lack of development of the genitalia have been 
found. “Trophic ulcers” are sometimes found 
on the feet. One observer thinks the deformities 
are due to the fact that the child has convulsions 
in utero. 

Site of Defect.—In the 125 specimens examined 
by the Clinical Society’s Committee, the various 
regions of the spine affected were as follows :— 
The whole spine, one case, i.e., 0°8 per cent.; the 
dorsal region, nine cases, i.e., 7°2 per cent.; the 
lumbar region, nine cases, 7°2 per cent.; the 
lumbo-sacral region, sixty-eight cases, i.e., 54 per 
cent.; the dorso-lumbar region, three cases, i.e., 
2°4 per cent.; the sacral region, twenty-one cases, 
i.e., 16°8 per cent. Analyses of Moore’s 378 cases 
shows that 34 per cent. were lumbar, 29 per cent. 
lumbo-sacral, 23 per cent. sacral, 6°5 per cent. 
cervical, and 4°5 per cent. dorsal. Therefore, as 
spina bifida may appear in any region of the spine, 
the lumbar or lumbo-sacral region is most fre- 
quently affected, the sacral being the next in order 
of frequency. 

Sex.—Of the 1,768 cases dying in the first year 
of life, as supplied by the Registrar General's 
report for the three years, 1881-1883, 779 were 
males and 989 females. Of the 245 cases col- 
lected by the Clinical Society’s Committee, the 
sex was stated in 156, and of these 74 were males 
and 82 females. From these figures it will appear 
that spina bifida is rather more frequent in females 
than in males. 

The seat of the defect and the fact that it is 
usually congenital renders it easy, as a rule, to 
make the diagnosis, except in cases of spina bifida 
occulta. There are certain distinguishing marks 
which should enable one to make a differential 
diagnosis in some cases. 

Meningo-myeloceles are usually covered for the 
most part by membrane, are often irregular in 
shape, like a tomato, and translucent. They are 
found in the lumbar spine or below it, are un- 
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and rare in the cer- 


and wide open 
» Dp mel oct S are mol nearly globular, of 
shape, and extrem translucent are 


d with skin, but may have mem- 


brane at the top, and frequently have a small 
is I} vertebral cleft is small and narrow, 
ss than three vertebre are involved, and they 
r in the sacral or lumbo-sacral region. The 

i bifida occulta may be extremely 


difficult The overgrowth of hair not infrequently 
s the only outward sign of deformity. Abnormal 
the spine, deformities, especially 


talipes equino-varus, congenital dislocation of the 


irvatures of 
hip, signs of pressure upon the cord, or evidences 
of degeneration are conditions frequently found 
th spina bifida occulta. 
Spontaneous cure in spina bifida does take place 
reported by the 
Spontaneous 


onally (thirteen cases were 
Committee of the Clinical Society) 

ire may also take place from rupture or ulcera- 
tion, but the 
cause of death, and the risk of septic meningitis 
great that nature has seldom time to accom- 
Protection against rupture should 
is advisable to nurse the child 


CCAS 


these processes are most common 
Is st) 
plish healing. 
be maintained It 


lving over a pillow on its face, with a cage over 
the child to prevent pressure from the bedclothes. 
It is also easier to keep the child clean in this 
position, and so prevent soiling of the tumour with 
feces It is less tense in the prone position. 
Chere is increased tension on straining, on crying, 
r pressure Ol the anterior fontanelle. 

The age at which operation takes place has a 
lecided bearing upon mortality. Some surgeons 
advise waiting two or three months to allow for 


improvement in general and local conditions. 
Contra-indications for operation are chiefly maras- 


mus and hydrocephalus. The excision of spina 
bifida will not cure the hydrocephalus. Hydro- 
‘ephalus frequently follows upon a_ successful 


operation for spina bifida. Uleeration in the 
temporary contra-indication for opera- 


region 1S a 
ion, as asepsis will then be impossible. The 
umount of paralysis present is one of the chief 
ndieations for or against Dt ration. The follow- 
ng signs should be looked for in septic meningitis 

the early stages: fever, retching, with prob- 


full pulse, flushed 


nm Clean toncue a 


\ i qu 
face, contracted and un 


qual pupils, restlessness, 
sleeplessness, and at time convulsions, retracted 
head, and sometimes tenderness about the spine. 
The thu on the palms of the hands 
m of an unstable condition of the brain. 
ognosis without operation, except in small 
covered with healthy skin, is bad; most 

them die within three months of birth either 
from rupture ol the sac, and consequent septic 
is or from marasmus. During the three 
) rland and Wales 


mbs turned in 


vorit 
lL} t 





irs 1S81—1883. there were in E 
1.768 deaths under one year of age from spina 
1,375 died within the first 


these 


la, and of 


months. The prognosis in complete clefts 
nad il] meningo-mveloc les iS hopeless Spinal 

ningoceles are most favourable, and are not so 
te mplicated with other deformities or para- 





ON CHARITIES 


FOR GENTLEME? 


“HE number of Convalescent Hon 
‘| designed for sick men of the educat 
classes is even smaller than that available 
women of the same social rank, and the majo: 
of men who have been born and bred in refi 
surroundings have to be content for the ti 
being to mix in the very closest intimacy w 
men of the working class. 

Happily there seems to be a freemasonry amor 
men and also a robustness of nerves that dis; 
them to bear this companionship much n 
philosophically than is possible to more sensit 
women ; and they do not seem to mind the hon 
food and certain social disagreeables that refi 
fastidious women naturally dislike keenly 
is probably owing to recognition of these 
cumstances that so very few homes have b 
dedicated to this class of sufferer, who, nevert 
less, deserves to have greater consideration m: 
and sympathy for his wants, in the shape of 
provision of small convalescent homes wi! 
might be partly self-supporting. When I spok: 
this very point the other day to the matron « 
well-known hospital, which has paying wa 
she said, “I am certain that there is a very 
need for such homes. We have often urged 
paving patients to go for a few weeks to 
convalescent home to which many of our or 
ary patients go, but we have rarely been ab! 
persuade them to go. As a rule the 
dislike the idea even more than the patient | 
self. Yet the need for the man who is per! 
still weak from recent illness to have a 
more rest and care before throwing himself ag 
into the struggle for life, is even greater t 
is that for women, who, however busy as h« 
wives and mothers, can, as a rule, get 
lie down in the day when the work is done 
the children still at school. 

May I suggest that here is a real want, 
though I am loth to suggest another new ins! 
tion, a convalescent home for sick gentleme 
exactly the same lines as Catherine House 
Leonards, would be a priceless boon to 1 
good hardworking men, often saving a breakd 
and often saving the home that goes to |] 
with the disablement of the breadwinner. 

I do not propose to deal in detail here wit! 
numberless ordinary Convalescent Homes for 
sick poor to which gentlemen would no doul 
admitted on application. In the majorit: 
these to-day the food is good though som: 
coarse, the accommodation very airy and < 
and within limits that are of course nece 
under such conditions, there is unrestr 
liberty. Consequently,..men who have st 
nerves and are not unduly fastidious, and 
can submit to the necessary discipline, can 
fidently avail themselves of the better sor 
ordinary Convalescent Home, but they must 
cept the ordinary conditions imposed on all 
speaking frankly, I do not advise any me 
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education and refinement to do this. Uni: 
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say mistaken he will find what little good 
ed by the rest, sea air, &c., outbalanced by 
greeables of the enforced companionship 
pe rsons whose ideas, habits, &c., are wholly 
to nis own. 
the South Coast Medical and Surgical Con- 
ent Home, Clarendon Road, Southsea, first 
patients are taken. They are charged 
guinea a week, and I learn on 
ersonal testimony of one who has been 
that first and second class patients are 
ted, and the conditions quite tolerable.” 
Friendly Societies’ Homes at Dover and 
Bay, men are admitted on payment of 
shillings a week. I have to add that one 
friends tells me that, though very comfort- 
the company here is decidedly “mixed.” 
n there is St. Andrews Hospital at Clewer, 
is nursed by the Sisters of St. John the 
st. Here private patients are taken from one 
1 to £210s. aweek. A youth of my acquaint- 
accustomed to luxurious living, tells me he 
ed for one guinea a week, all he could 
at that time, most careful, highly skilled 
g, great kindness and excellent food. He 
he arrangements were “precisely like those 
nursing homes where he had been earlier 
affluent, and the fees of which were four 
guineas a week.” 
Merchant Taylors Home for men at Bognor 
in men of all social ranks, but I learn from 
se formerly there, that men of the educated 
especially clerks, were often there as 
ts. A patient, who has had a vast experi- 
of such institutions, tells me he has con- 
y met with highly educated men of the 
social ranks at this home, men never seen 
ordinary ones. He gives the very highest 
to this home, which he declares, is con- 
{ on much more liberal and comfortable 
than is usual and that it is preferable in 
particular to the public convalescent home, 
ich his opinion is not favourable, but 
of the points indicted by him, as objec- 
le, would be wholly suited to the class of 
for which they are intended. 
s correspondent adds (he is a young pro- 
al man, with a form of joint disease in- 
by accident, necessitating constant disable- 
he has to pay for his own doctor’s bill, and 
her expenses connected with his ailment, 
uuld be only too glad if he could get a few 
‘onvalesence in the same pleasant manner 
artisan employed by his firm, instead of 
harassed as to whether he ought to take 
week’s rest and recuperation before start- 
vork again. 
e received a very satisfactory account of 
let Hygienic Home of Rest at Loughton. 
rse there are many gentlemen who would 
near a home under the auspices of the 
on Army. Othe#s would be superior to any 
prejudice and, for them, there is abundant 
Gentlemen who do not mind sharing 
with others pay £1 5s. a week whilst 
who wish for a private bedroom can have 
‘the modest sum of £1 10s. 2 week. One 


ol one 


sion 





who has been there tells me that at the time 
he was a patient his companions were educated 
men, clerks, managers, teachers, journalists, and 
so forth. He says, “the diet is vegetarian, but 
very ample and varied and good and the arrange- 
ments excellent. If one’s income is very limited, 
they will accept one guinea a week. There is a 
capable, fully qualified resident woman doctor, 
and skilled nursing is given.” 

The Clergy Sea-side Rest at Margate is only 
open to clergymen, and patients must be well 
enough not to require nursing. But as patients 
may be accompanied by their wives it is quite 
possible for a man to go there after a serious 
operation. I hear it spoken of in the highest 
terms. One lady who was there with a very 
delicate husband, says there was nothing in 
reason for which she could not have asked with 
a certainty of having it. The payment asked 
is £1 5s. a week. 

Although the Hazlewood Home 
Ryde is not designed for gentlemen, any man of 
refinement, could safely go there and find himself 
in congenial society. A very poor gentleman who 
was there, says, “My companions were mostly 
in business, clerks, draper’s assistants, and so 
forth, but thoroughly well-behaved young fellows, 
and I was most well cared for. I went with a 
subscriber’s letter, so only paid ten shillings and 
sixpence a week, others paid one guinea. I 
had never been in a place of this sort, and thought 
I should loathe it, but every one was so kind 
and anxious that I should benefit, and the atmos- 
phere was so homely that I came to feel sorry 
to leave!’ Those needing to be in bed are not 
taken, it being rather a Rest Home for those run 
down, or still needing a rest after illness. 

The nearest approach to a_ selected 
of patients is seen at Rustington Convalescent 
Home, Littlehampton. Patients pay fifteen 
shillings a week, but, as this amount is often 
reduced the class of patient taken varies. One 
correspondent writes to me, “Our little group 
consisted of Civil Service clerks, bank clerks, 
a journalist or two, a_ tutor. It was most 
pleasant, and as I was in a condition requiring the 
greatest care, I had the constant attention of 
a thoroughly trained nurse. I have been in a 
nursing home where very high fees were paid, 
and I can truthfully assert that you could not 
get better nursing than at Rustington. There 
are three nurses. I thought at first I should find 
a ward intolerable, but after a few days I found 
the publicity no worse than that involved in, 
volunteering. Those who are well enough to go 
boating and bathing will find Littlehampton a 
charming little place. I think that you will find 
care is taken in the assigning of beds and that an 
ultr a-fastidious person would be 
On the other hand another correspondent was 
“disappointed in the class of patients taken’ 
and believes that the Home “could be easily filled 
gentlemen to the exclusion 


of Rest at 


class 


considered.’ 


by sick necessitous 
of others.” 

These sadly scanty details show how great a 
need exists for the establishment of such Homes 
conducted on the same economical lines as the 
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xcellent Institution at St. Leonards, de- 
signed solely for men of the middle and upper 
middle rar f society, men whose struggles 
heroic, and who too often break 

themselves incapacitated, when 

st and care might have preserved 

led breadwinners and useful citizens. 


tc.. 


REPLIES. 
y ade que te 
famped en el pe 
their name and 
the paper CASSANDRA 
Home for Ladies (N. Please note you should 
lave given your address, for publication but for 
né-fidea. As | n my article, the lady who main 
ns this little Horme does not wish its address given, as 
iid patients and the friends of old patients recommend 
one another, and keep the Home quite full. Do you want 
1 quite free Home! It is not easy to find this, but you 
might try Miss .andrews, Osborn House, Felixstowe. 
Perhaps one of the Y.M.C.A. Homes would do. If you 
vill tell me exactly what you want I can no doubt help 


you. 


Clarke 
not 


said 


Free Holiday for Nurse (Mrs. 8.).—You offer to any 
unable to afford herself a holiday in the country 
fortnight’s stay at your house near Lincoln. I believe 
that much might be done by ‘‘hospitality”’ offers of this 
kind to help and refresh nurses. But before suggesting 
your kind offer to any suitable nurses will you please 
let me hear (1) Do you expect your nurse visitor to do 
sny work in the house of any description You say you 
only maid now, and, of course, there is no 
reason why so small a household should not be quite 
omfortable and well served if your maid is really com 
petent. But will your nurse visitor be waited upon 
precisely as if she were in apartments or in an hotel? 

Will you please be absolutely candid on this point‘ 

i ust possible that here and there a nurse would 
mind helping to get the meals or make beds, but the 
majority on their holiday would undoubtedly object to 
doing so 2) Would you be willing to receive a middle- 
aged or elderly nurse? You young nurses as a rule 
vant a lively holiday with young companionship. You 
y that you could not give your guest any society, and 
this would be no objection to many tired, middle-aged 
elderly nurses, who would be thoroughly happy in a 
zarden, with kind people, the refinements of a nicely 
managed even if modest house, and the treat of the 
drives of which you speak. IL believe I know of a self 
fi near 50, but very cheery, who would 
your offer, if tl would not be expected 
t hard for this, 


nurse 


keep one 


see, 


ing nurse 


Home for Old Lady (i 


} 





WOMAN’S WIDER WORLD 


PEAKING to the Conservative Wom: 
Franchise Association on the crisis in edu 
tion and the need of the influence of women 
administration, Professor Michael Sadler s 
that there was great danger that if the votes 
women were not regularly brought to bear on t 
problem, industry would take a turn which wi 
» more. favourable to the adolescent boy and | 
hardly on the adolescent girl. Women 
have more direct influence in educational admi 
tration by right and have the direct power 
influencing public opinion by the parliament 


vote. 


sho 


In the same series of lectures Dr. Mea 
Fraser spoke of health work for women, of wl 
he thought there was an enormous amount t! 
could only be effectively carried out by wom 
Until he had actual experience of their work, 
could not have believed that so much good co 
have resulted. Women health visitors were pr 
ably saving hundreds of lives a year in each to\ 
in which they were employed. Women mig 
now become medical officers of health, assista 
medical officers, doctors for the medical insp: 
tion of school children, female sanitary inspect: 
health visitors, supervisors of midwives, and 
spectors of factories and workshops in wh 
women were employed. They could exercise t 
right to see that proper people were appoints 
and might become members of a_ sanita: 
authority and administer sanitary laws, but th 
could not vote for the people who made the 
laws. 

In the civil list pensions granted during t! 
year ending March, 1909, the highest (£150) w 
granted to a woman (Mrs. Kate Norgate) in c 
sideration of the value of her historical writing 
It is sad, however, to note that four gra 
daughters of Charles Dickens are on the list 
£25 each in consideration of their straitened « 
cumstances. 


Ir is comparatively rare to meet Chinese won 
in this country, but the adventurous ones 
numerous enough to awaken the interest of a s 
tion in London, who convened a meeting rece 


to form a committee of welcome for Chin 
women and girls completing their education 
this country. Lady Florence Cecil presided. 
AnoTHer proof of the patriotic interest of won 
is to be found in the formation of a Wom: 
Aerial League, which hopes to present to 
nation an airship made in England, and to est 
lish scholarships on the subject of aviation. ‘ 
speaker praised the value of women as collect 
of money, and another said there was a 
outside the political arena in which women c 
be of service. This really national work of hé 
ing England to be supreme in the air as on the 
is therefore to be helped by women who are \ 


unwort 


spi 


m to consider themselves 
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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF NURSES 


INAUGURAL MEETING, JULY 197TH. 


OST lovely weather favoured the inaugural day of 
[ the International Council of Nurses. From an early 
the large hall of the Church House presented an 
esting appearance, as batches of nurses, in their 
mus International uniforms, and their different badges, 
arriving. While all were assembling and finding 
places, a varied selection of music was played on 
organ. 
was interesting to study the different uniforms, and 
various types of appearance, and to hear the greet- 
in different languages. One could not help being 
k with the wonderfully neat and trim appearance of 
uniforms, and the care with which they had been put 
and also, in the course of the proceedings, with the 
lerful mastery of our language possessed by almost 
he foreign delegates. 
a quarter past ten, when the President, Mrs. Bed- 
Fenwick, took her seat on the platform, the hall 
nted a very bright and cheerful appearance, as those 
did not come in uniform had evidently chosen their 
gay and summery clothes to do honour to the 
sion. 
rs. Fenwick delivered a very eloquent speech of wel- 
She said it had fallen to her lot to have both the 
lege and pleasure of welcoming to the mother city 
ir great Empire, representatives of the nursing world 
all parts of the earth. If it had been possible to use 
the loving words of greeting in the English language 
would not adequately express her feelings. 
he International Council was at present so young that 
was surprised to find so many present. There were 
resentatives from the United States, from the great 
man Empire, from friendly France, from the historic 
herlands, from brave Scandinavia, from gallant Fin- 
i, from Belgium, from Syria, Japan, and many others, 
des our own representatives in Backed. Ireland, and 
tland. 
"he nurses of these different nations would, in a con- 
s like this, come into close touch with each other: 
th would form friendships, while exchanging profes- 
nal knowledge. 
he nursing profession was one untroubled by national 
tics, except as far as they affect the people of the 
d; each member of the profession should study 
omic politics, and should hold a watching brief in 
ause of the national health. The nurse of the future 
ild (in the steady increase of civilisation) be one who 
fine ideals and far-reaching influence. We need the 
flower of womanhood, with a refined and cultured 
d, a liberal education, a gracious manner, a pure spirit, 
a splendid conviction of right. She must be in touch 
her fellow people, make war against disease, and 
laim health and happiness as being synonymous. 
conclusion, Mrs. Fenwick said that the watchword 
would leave with the Congress was ‘‘ Life ’’—life in its 
th, variety, and majesty, a very sweet and precious 
a power to grasp the value of single minutes. Life 
ot merely to be a machine—to eat, drink, sleep, to be 
sed to light and darkness, converting thoughts into 
ements of trade; but life was knowledge, goodness, 
ty, faith, the cultivation of the sanctities of life 
ssary to the fulness of life. Life is a great spirit 
a loving heart. ‘‘He most lives who thinks most.’’ 
nrades, I wish you vital hours.” 
1¢ chairman then called on the hon. secretary to read 
port. Miss Dock explained that the report was con- 
ed in the minutes of the Berlin meeting, and asked 
it might be taken as read. 
ss Breay, as hon. treasurer, gave a satisfactory finan- 
statement, explaining that though the funds were not 
nt, there had always been a small surplus on the 
t side. 
s Stewart, matron of St. Bartholomew’s, in reporting 
Great Britain and Ireland, explained how there has 
slow but steady progress. A Provincial Committee 
first been formed, which was now merged in the 
ional Council. This National Council consisted of 
ties of nurses, and nurses’ leagues, and included 





nurses in the Army service, Navy, Poor Law, Prisons, 
fever, obstetric nursing, &c. In affiliation with the Inter- 
national Council there was a prospect of useful, steady 
work. 

Fraulein Agnes Karll, in speaking for Germany, de- 
scribed the low standard of nursing which had prevailed 
in that country. Nurses had not been allowed to think 
for themselves, or have any individuality. In 1902 re- 
form began with the formation of the German Nurses’ 
Association. Commencing with only thirty members, it 
now numbered more than 1,500. The nurses were quite 
independent, and the result of their work had been, that 
the general standard had improved, salaries were raised, 
and refined and educated women in Germany were now 
taking up nursing as a profession. 

Miss Goodridge, for the United States, described the 
very improved conditions of nursing in her country: the 
length of the period of instruction was increased, gradu- 
ates having now to serve for four years. There were in- 
spectors for the nursing schools. The Red Cross societies 
have made great advance in preparing for war. 

After this Miss Goodridge presented bouquets to Mrs. 
Bedford Fenwick and Miss Isla Stewart, and tendered 
an Official invitation to them to become honorary members 
of the American Federation. Miss Stewart then pre- 
sented a bouquet to Miss Goodridge, and the National 
Anthems of America and England were sung. 

At this point Mrs. Henry Fawcett, who received much 
applause, came forward on behalf of the Suffrage Alliance 
to offer a welcome and a very hearty greeting to the dele- 
gates to this International Congress. She explained that 
she had listened with the deepest interest to the thrilling 
addresses, and realised that they were all working for, 
and had at heart, the one common cause—the elevation 
of the status of womanhood; in other words, to use a 
stock exchange expression, to raise the status of women 
above par, even toa premium. Nurses ought to give time 
and thought to consider the suffrage question. No 
organised body of professional women should meet 
together without giving some expression to their views on 
the great question of women’s suffrage. 

After this there followed a very picturesque and im- 
pressive ceremony, namely, the affiliation of the National 
Councils of those countries who had voted to come into 
membership of the International Council. They were as 
follows :—Holland, Finland, Denmark, and Canada. 

Miss Tilanus, President of the Dutch Nurses’ Associa- 
tion, was introduced by the chairman. Lady Hermione 
Blackwood, member of the Irish Nurses Association, pre- 
sented her with a bouquet, and in a few graceful words 
welcomed the Dutch Nurses’ Association into the Inter- 
national Council. All rose while the Dutch National 
Anthem was played. 

The Baroness Mannerheim, President of the Finnish 
Nurses’ Association, was presented with a bouquet, and 
was welcomed by Miss Rogers, President of the Leicester 
Infirmary Nurses’ League. The anthem of Finland was 
played. 

Mrs. Tscherning, President of the Danish Council 
Nurses, also received a bouquet. Miss Forrest, President 
of the Bournemouth Nurses’ League, in welcoming the 
Danish Nurses Association, quoted Tennyson’s lines to 
Queen Alexandra :— 


**Saxon or Dane, or whate’er we be, 
We are all at one in welcoming thee.” 


The Danish National Anthem was played. 

Miss Snively, on behalf of the Canadian National Asso- 
ciation of Trained Nurses, received a bouquet from Miss 
Huxley, Vice-President of the National Council of 
Nurses. In replying to the words of welcome Miss 
Snively explained that Canada was only a little smaller 
than Europe, and that one of the bays of Canada—Hnud- 
son’s Bay—-was only a little smaller than England. 

There now followed the re-election of officers. 

Fraulein Agnes Karll was elected President of the In- 
ternational Council of Nurses. 

In returning thanks for the great honour done her, she 
said she wished that her first act in her new position 
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International Council of Nurses desires 
its earnest conviction that it is desirable, 
ts of the professional status of trained 
the public whom they serve, that provi 
made for their registration by the State 
tration should be under the 
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moment, 


Counce! 


most 


Holland, fron 
might discuss the subject, 
meeting representative of the 


Sidney 


sked 


onsider the 


explained that he would be 

’ he next day, and then could put forward 
is views. The resolution was then carried. 
mess Mannerheim then moved the following resolu 
on the rights of citizenship : 

International Council of Trained 
tful congratulations to the women, and 
especially to the trained nurses, in those countries and 
State which they have been granted the rights of 
citizenship. This Council is convinced that the possession 
Parliamentary franchise, which places in the hands 
of women power and responsibility, will raise the standard 
of women’s work, and, in consequence, increase the pro 
fessional etliciency of trained 

Baroness Mannerheim explained that women not only 
had the vote in Finland, but also sat in Parliament, and 
showed h many advantages to the country had been 
uught through this 
The reso carried 
After that reports were 
affiliated. 
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Fy ince 
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sident, mounted the platform ; before she took her sea 
Mrs. Kelly, on behalf of the Irish Nurses’ Association 
presented her with a bouquet. Mrs. Fenwick, in thanki: 


“her, paid a warm tribute to the zeal always shown 


the Irish Nurses’ Association, their powers of organis 
tion, and their activity in the cause of the nursing p: 
Tfession 

Mrs. Fenwick then called on Miss Isla Stewart to 0} 
the congress. Miss Stewart said it was a pleasure to o} 
such a unique Parliament of women, met to consider 
highest interests of the nursing profession. Whet! 
those present under our flag or not, they were 
one with us in our aims and aspirations. The 
spirit of the International Council was to help us 
self-government, and to be individuals. We only reach 
our highest when we governed ourselves. Under tutelag 
attained to their best. Congresses tended to pea 
and to bring us nearer to the Utopian time when sy 
would be turned into ploughshares 

The Congress being declared open, the Chairman nx 
tioned many letters of regret she had received f1 
different parts of the world, and proceeded to exp 
the very characters of those present. 
pointed delegates having come from Australia, Tasm 
Victoria, &c. In Sweden the Queen had taken spx 
interest in the idea of the forty nurses ft 
Sweden were present. Forty nurses had also come f 
Germany 

Mrs. Hampton Robb then called on to read 
paper on ‘‘The International Standard of Educati 
She hoped and thought that one outcome of the Cong 
would be the establishment of an International stand 
of education for nurses. They were always hampered 
congresses by the difference of language, and also by 
different methods and ways in which nursing proble: 
were approached. Her opinion was that, if we want 
get real good from international congresses we must ha 
a nursing basis, a nursing Esperanto, a nursing langua 
She then dwelt at some length on the lack of uniformit 
in nursing. It was all so haphazard, there was no comn 
standard. Each country and hospital had its own way 
and methods, and they were all so varied that we seem: 
to speak different languages, yet meaning the same thin: 
We hesitated to take nurses from other institutions, 
yet the principle should be one of interchange and 
operation. These varying standards were apt to caus 
discordant notes. 

The lines to be adopted for nursing education shou 
be laid down and dealt with internationally. The 
should deal with the nurse, the curriculum of trainin 
the preliminary course, nursing literature, ethics, boa 
of examiners, Xc. 

At present there was no standard for the trained nurs 
This should all be altered, and appointments should 
made for merit alone. 

In urging State registration, Mrs. Robb pointed 
that it cannot wholly create‘a standard, but must te: 
towards it. 

These international congresses acted as an inspiratio 
we wanted an international standard of nursing educatio: 
all nurses must join in efforts to that end. 

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Robb for he1 
of knowledge and suggestion. 

The next speaker was Sister Karll, who explained tl 
a measure of State Registration had been 
nurses in Germany. It only at present required one y: 
training, but even this had been a great advance on 
chaotic conditions before prevailing Since regist1 
the status of nurses had been much improved. A bett 
entered for tra’ning, and ] 


were 


essent 


no one 


representative 
( ongress 


was 


papel , St 


granted 


highe Sala 
were paid In Germany the lay world and the Press + 
very little interest in nursing, regarding it as so 
strange world, closed in by high walls. 

M Le Mesureur was unable to be present to spea] 
behalf of nursing in Paris 

The Baroness Mannerheim, of Finland, advocat 
system of co-operative training—nurses to enter a gen 
hospital for a vear, and then to go on for 
varied experiences, and to return to their Alma Maté 

Miss Telanus spoke of the efforts the Dutch Nurs 
\ssociation, Nosokomos, had made to gain registrat 
She also spoke of the lack of educational standards 

short précis of a paper sent fi 


class of woman 


specia 


Miss Dock read 
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—— OUR FINAL OFFER TO YOU 
OF THESE POPULAR HOLIDAY LINES. 
NURSES’ TRUNKS 


and finish 


Nurses’ 
Trunk 


List. 


The Nurses’ Dress Basket. 
Price 29/-, carr. paid. Price 3Q/-, carriage paid. 
Send 5/- now. Send 5/- now. 
Order early to avoid disappointment 
The “AUDREY” 
Red-Cross Keyless Lever Watch. 
In English Hall-Marked Cases, with Solid Gold 
dome and bow, fully jewelled and warranted for 
10 years. Itis fashioned and finished to confer 
that sense of individua'ity which only the 
highest quality = excellence of work- 
manship can impart. 


solid Heavy Gold Cases #3 ig 10 


The Tourist Gladstone. 


Stout Silver Cases 
Cased in Gunmetal... 


All oor Wares may 
be purchased by our 
Progressive System of 
Monthly Payments. 


Our Seal 
Your 
Guarantee. 


EDWARD J. FRANKLAND ®& CO., 
2, ‘Audrey House, Ely Place, London, E.C. 


Substitute 
for Gargles. 


Every difficulty of 
patients to gargle satisfactorily. 


nurse knows the getting 


Formamint, while 


doing away with this irksome is far more 
effective tablet 
allowed to dissolve in the mouth renders the saliva 
itself highly 


crevice of the mouth and 


pre CESS, 


than any gargle. A Formamint 


and so disinfects 
throat. 
gained the confidence of the medical profession as 


antiseptic every 


Formamint has 
a proved antiseptic in all cases of 
throat, such as J'onsi/litis 
Measles, Thrush, cc. 
property essentially of 
it is an excellent prophylactic im 
Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Measles, ke. 
the form of a tablet, 
and easy to administer. 
Note.—**FORMAMINT WULFING” is the 


genuine; insist on this alone, and refuse all 
imitations. Of all Chemists, in bottles, at 1/11. 
Free to Nurses on application to— 

A. Weirine & Co., 12, Chenies Street, London, W.C. 


FORMAMINT. 


septic sore 
and in 
possesses a 
that 
epidemics of 


and Quinse y, 


Formamint also 


value to Nurses—viz., 


Made up in 


Formamint is always handy 


only 
spurious 
Samples 








The New Dietetic Preparation. 


OVALTINE is a dietetic preparation—in 
granular powder form—of high therapeutic 
value, made of Malt Extract, Fresh 
Eggs, Milk, and Converted Cocoa, and 
containing Active Lecithin. 

Extremely Nourishingand highly Restorative. 
VERY PALATABLE and acceptable to 
the most delicate stomach. Simple to prepare. 
The best substitute for Tea, Coffee, 
&c., and the only preparation of this 
kind containing Organic Phosphorous 
(Lecithin). 

A powerful digestive Agent and a Nervine 
Tonic of the highest order. 


VALTIN 


Is the remedy par excellence in Convalescence, 
Neurasthenia, Faulty Digestion, Malnutrition, 
Brain Fag, Over Study, and Exhaustion. 

Readily assimilated and particularly adapted 
for the over-feeding of the Tuberculous. Suit- 
able for infants, youths, adults, and the aged. 














and 18 oz. tins. 


OVALTINE is packe d in 9 oz. 


Literature and Sample Free to Medical Men and Nurses. 


N.T. WANDER, Ph.D., Manufacturing Chemist, 
|, LEONARD STREET, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 











4 Special Offer of OATINE Free to Nurses. 3 


THERE is probably no other profession, 


or occupation, to which a woman is 
called that wears on one so much as the 
Nursing profession, and unless a woman 
makes the most of natural means o} 
keeping and fostering her complexion, 
in a few years she will become wrinkled 
of what is often alled 
perennial youth is found in the care of 
the skin, and nothing will assist you 
more in this than the use of Oatine, 
which gets duwn into the pores and 
clears away the grime embedded there, 
Oatine is made from the pure healing 
essence of the finest oats, and is free 
from chemicals or animal fats I 
removes blemishes, and makes the skin soft and velvety 
find it invaluable after shaving for relieving irritatio: 
even the best razors cause. 

Washing with oatmeal water was the 
ing the complexion. 
active. 

Of ull 
much, 2/6, 


old method of preserv- 
Oatine is better—more etticacious—more 
Remember that Oatine does not grow hai 
hemists, 1/3 a jar, or larger size, holding four 
The larger jar lasts 6 months, if used twice a day 


times as 


OUR OFFER.- __On request we will send yx 

SAMPL E of any of the Oatine - . 
parations, and i copy of our booklet, ‘* Beauty Hints”: or for 
$d. in stamps we will send you a box containing samples = 
Oatine Cream, Balm, Face Powder, Soay Talecum Powder, 
Tooth Paste, Soap in Tubes, and Kylets. 


The OATINE CO., 


1a FREE 











4 249, Denman Street, London, S.E. | 
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A Continual Comfort. »% 








At Present Babies’ That has been the candid opinion of thousands of mothers who have been 
Bottles are nothing obliged for one reason or another to bring up their little ones by hand. The 
but a worry. old fashioned tube-fitted feeding-bottle which is now decried by every reason- 
able woman because of the utter impossiblity of keeping it sweet and whole- 
some, had at least one advantage over the newer boat-shaped bottle which is 
| at either end with the ordinary teat and valve. The top of the tube-fitted bottle was securely screwed in, 

| whenever the teat became detached from the tube the leakage of the food was gradual and could generally 


topped before much mischief had been done. 


As soon as the Teat But with the advent of the more cleanly and healthful boat-shaped bottle, new 


comes in contact and serious troubles have arisen. The teat, fitted to the neck of the bottle by 


with the Milk, it 
slips off the bottle. 


means of a narrow roll-on rim, will after being a short time in use work so slack 
that as soon as it comes in contact with the milk or food off it will slip, and the 
contents of the bottle will come pouring out with scarcely a moment’s warning. 
Or again, when the teat is practically new and is fairly tight-fitting and secure, 

alve at the other end of the bottle will lose its grip, and just as much trouble will occur there. A 
feeding-bottle that is right as to the teat and right as to the valve has been, up till now, an almost unlooked- 


for good thing. 


The perfect Teat And yet—like many another unexpected benefit—the perfect teat and the perfect 
and the perfect valve, have at length arrived. What is more to the point, these invaluable 
Valve have arrived. little improvements have just come in time for your baby. 

We want to tell you all about this new Teat and Valve, so that you can get 


them at once for your little one’s feeding-bottle. 


New ‘ Agrippa” To begin with, then, we show you a picture of the new “ AGRIPPA” Band Teat, 
Band Teat. side by side with one of the ordinary teats to which every woman who has had 


the duty of bringing up a baby by hand has become accustomed. 


‘ 
INGRAM'S 
PATE BaNo’T eat 


—_ 


NEW STYLE. OLD STYLE. 


A deep rubber Band Look carefully at the left-hand illustration and notice the deep rubber band 
fits round the top of which fits round the top of the feeding-bottle. This band is of special con_ 


— struction, being fitted with an inner casing of the very finest rubber. This 
the Feeding-Bottle. a ———T ee : 
casing has been subjected to quite a new scientific process that has rendered it 
extremely tough and rigid. Although the band is sufficiently elastic to allow 
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ts being easily fitted to any make of feeding-bottle, yet, once it is on, it grips so securely that you could 
g the full bottle round and round by the teat without causing it to come off. So much, then, for the 


irity of the “ AGRIPPA” Band Teat—now for its comfort. 
Do you notice the little flat cushion at the base of the teat itself? 


soft cushion for This has been made for a purpose, and whereas the band about which we have 
1e comfort of the been talking is arranged for the help and convenience of the mother, this 
Baby. soft cushion is intended for the comfort of the baby, for it fits close up to 

the tiny mouth, and simulates quite perfectly the natural nipple. 


Now it must be evident to every child-loving woman who is charged with the 
and solemn duty of bringing up a baby by hand, that the nearer the artificial feeding-bottle 


roaches to Nature’s feeding-bottle, the nearer will it be to perfection. 


We are positive that no teat could be a nearer copy of Nature—so far as 


ling facilities are concerned—than is this one. 


Can be thoroughly Another point that must be mentioned is the thorough sweetness and cleanli- 
cieansed by boiling ness of the Band Teat. The rubber has been specially prepared and subjected 


to a new treatment that enables it to withstand actual boiling. The quality 
of the teat will not be in the very least injured by frequent repetition of this 
process of boiling, so that it is the simplest matter in the world to keep the 


in Water. 


RIPPA” Band Teat absolutely pure and clean. 


The rubber is of such a consistency that it offers natural resistance to the 
tion power of the child, and when you adopt INGRAM’s “ AGRIPPA” Band Teat for your baby you may 
t assured that you are feeding the little one in the way that is best calculated to aid and stimulate the 
1ature digestive functions and to promote rapid growth and sound health of body. 


The ‘‘ Agrippa” It is not necessary, in speaking of the “AGRIPPA” Band Valve, to do more 
Band Valve. than explain that it is in its way every bit as perfect as is the Band Teat. 


The gripping principle is exactly the same, the inner casing of the valve band 
being of the same quality and tenacity as that of the band of the teat. The 


ae valve itself is devised according to the most up-to-date theories, and affords 


INGRAMS , . 
PaTewT BAND VALVE a means of regulating to perfection the flow of the food. 


17 
NS176 1 


————————— 


You cannot begin too early with the use of such helpful and healthful 
appliances as the “ AGRIPPA” Band Teat and Valve. Allow yourself and your 
baby the comfort and convenience of them while your child is little. 


Set about getting them to-day while the name and the good qualities of the 
and the valve are fresh in your mind, and you will quickly prove that the feeding-bottle, when fitted 


these ingenious contrivances, is not an unending worry, but rather a continual comfort. 





THE ONLY ABSOLUTELY SECURE FITTINGS FOR ANY MAKE OF FEEDINC-BOTTLE. 





Free Samples of this Teat and Valve supplied on application. 


1. G. INGRAM & SON, Hackney Wick, LONDON, N.E. 
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Cuba The nursing schools are under Government. The 
ipils receive a three years’ training, and have a final 
mination controlled by the State. This country has 
ide much progress, and is in some way in advance of 
ich older nations. 
M Dock also summarised an interesting paper sent 
Dr. Baird, of Minnesota. He wished to see nurses 
ut on the same footing as university students. He advo- 
ited an eight hours’ system, so as to allow time for 
ul He is anxious that only enough menial work as is 


msistent with teaching should be done, so as not to 
sacrifice the time of the nurse. He advocates a carefully 
raded three years’ course. He was anxious to put nurs- 
ing on to the highest plane as to morals and education. 
Lax morals often came from disregard of human life. 

The discussion was now declared to be open. 

Miss Tamm, of Sweden, dwelt on the importance of 
training the personal character, as well as in knowledge 
of theory. She was not in favour of registration. In 
Sweden they had a national association; no one may enter 
it who is not voved in, and any member can also be 
voted out. 

Mr. Sidney Holland, who next spoke, thought that he 
vas qualifying for a Victoria Cross in speaking here 
where all were opposed to him. He explained how keenly 
interested he was in nurses and nursing; in fact, it and 
hospital management, with which he was much connected, 
were the chief interests of his life. He wished to ex- 
plain the answer to a question put to him the day before 

that this Congress was not representative of the views 

f English nurses and nursing. He was proceeding to 
enlarge on this, but was called to order by the Chairman, 
who reminded him that he had ‘‘come on the platform to 
discuss the question of nursing education and not the 
personnel of the conveners of the Congress.” 

Mr. Holland went on to point out that he had in his 
pocket a paper against State registration signed by many 
1anagers of hospitals, also by sixty-seven matrons of hos- 
pitals in London, and seventy-five matrons in the provinces. 
He felt sure advocates of State registration really believed 

would be for the good of the profession, but nebe 
ieved it would have the contrary effect. In his opinion 
the passing of examinations did not make a good nurse; 
many could describe treatment but could not carry it out. 
Personal suitability not examinations was the test. He 
remarked that he had met in the audience an old friend 
dressed in nurse’s uniform, who was not trained. He 
regretted the differences in opinion in nursing in Eng- 
land, and hoped in time they would disappear. 

Miss Stewart, in rising, said she was not going to speak 
m State registration, as everyone knew her opinion, and 
she would never change, but she wished to say a few 
vords on co-operative training, as she was very interested 
in the subject. In a large hospital there were many 
different departments. It was hard with a large staff 
t give each nurse experience in every department, as 

ustant changes were bad for the patients. At present 
urses in general hospitals got very little experience in 
fever work, and experience in typhoid was so necessary 

their training. There were splendid fever hospitals 

rming a belt round London. She would advocate after 
two years in fever work they should have one in a general 
hospital 

Miss Goodridge said that it made her so sad to think 
that in this country—the home of Florence Nightingale- 
there were sixty-seven matrons who did not meet them 
here in their deliberations. It was they, not Mr. Hol- 
land, who should have been here. In speaking of the 
benefits of State registration, she said what was wanted 
was the iron hand of the State behind those who are 
trying to relieve the sick. In answer to one of Mr. 
Holland’s arguments, she explained that certificates can 
never be withdrawn, but that nurses’ names could be 
emoved from the register. 

Miss Jones, of the Victoria Association, Australia, ex- 
plained that théy had State recognition—not registration. 
Every hospital is registered; special certificates are 

f but those can only be ob- 


granted for fever work, &c., 
tained after the three years’ training. Matrons have to 





ertificate and pass a searching examination in 
management, organisation. &c. 
s moment the Chairman said they would hear with 


cain t 


irsil ooking, 


| much pleasure that the King, through the Lord Cham 
lain, had taken the greatest interest in the visit of 
delegates to Windsor on Friday, and wished every fa 
to be given them to see the Castle, and accorded sp 
permission to the Canadian nurses to lay a wreath 
the late Queen’s tomb. 

Baroness von Eck, of Holland, said she was muc! 
the same opinion as Miss Tamm and Mr. Holland. 
was not in favour of State registration. 

The Hon. Albinia Brodrick, who had been acti: 
steward, mounted the platform. She said she was 
lady alluded to by Mr. Holland. He was right in 
ing she was an old friend, but quite wrong in saying 
vas not trained. She was a trained nurse and mid 
and also a sanitary inspector. She asked the audien 
judge by Mr. Holland’s inaccuracies whether his « 
statements were to be relied on. ‘‘He was always i 
curate, but I like him,’’ she concluded. 

Mr. Holland explained that it was a great relief to 
to know that he was wrong, and he was prepared to 
an ample apology. 

Mrs. Robb hoped that as a result of her paper an | 
national Educational Committee would be formed. 

Miss Stewart asked to be allowed to propose the fo 
ing resolution :—‘‘That the executive committee of 
International Congress of Nurses be asked to form a st 
ing Educational Committee of nursing, which shall r 
at the quinquennial meetings. This was seconded by 
Pearse, and carried. 

Mrs. Robb said she was very glad to hear of 
committee. She wondered if the nurses working und¢ 
sixty-seven matrons on Mr. Holland’s list had had 
nursing questions put before them, and prophesied 
in future we should hear of those nurses but not 
sixty-seven matrons. 

This terminated the meeting. 

Mrs. Fenwick announced an invitation from Miss I 
Still. matron of the Brompton Hospital, to show 
members of the Congress over the hospital at any 
venient date, and give them tea. 

The Chairman of the Asylums Board had also, thi 
Dr. Caiger, invited a certain number of the Congre 
see the latest methods for disinfection, &c., at the § 
well Fever Hospital. 


THE NURSE IN PRIVATE PRACTICE. 

The afternoon session of the opening day of the I: 
national Congress of Nurses was devoted to the consi 
tion of ‘‘The Nurse in Private Practice.’”” Mrs. Ki 
Tracy, Hon. Secretary of the Irish Nurses’ Associ 
Lady Superintendent of the City of Dublin Nursin 
stitution), who presided, expressed her pleasure at 
ing such a representative body of nurses to consider: 
important branch of the profession, and pointed ou 
paramount importance of moral qualities in a po 
when, instead of working under supervision, a 
is matron, sister, and nurse in one. The doctors’ 
was expounded by Mr. D’Arcy Power, F.R.C.S8., Su 
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and Lecturer to the nu 
who we think are to be congratulated on h 
a lecturer in such full sympathy with, and know 
of, their work. Mr. Power considered the question 
four standpoints, viz., the relation of the private 1 
first, to her patient; secondly, to her patients’ fr 
and her surroundings; thirdly, to the doctor; fourt 
to herself. 

It is in the relation of the nurse to her patient 
the object of her existence consists, and it is one in 
we are glad to find Mr. Power considers that nurses 
usually at their best, and in which they make fe 
mistakes. He bore cordial testimony to the endut 
patience, and self-sacrifice so frequently displayed 
struck a note of warning against nurses fresh from 
pital trying to introduce its necessarily rigid rules 
private practice. He amused his audience by illusti 
his meaning by quoting a nurse, who, from long h 
always woke her patient at six a.m. for breakfast 
of others who in their zeal for ablutions at a given h 
disturbed and exhausted their patients unnecessarily. 
he hinted that in these respects there was 5s 
thing to be learnt from the motherly old untrained m 
of the past! 
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NOW READY. An Entirely New Edition. Price 3/- net. 
ATLAS OF THE FEMALE GENERATIVE ORGANS AND OF PREGNANCY. 


By Anrave 5. Gites, M.D., B.Sc. Lond., F.R.C.S.Edin., M.R.C.P.Lond., Gynecologist to the Prince of Wales Ho ul, Tottenham 
Surgeon to Chelsea Hospital for Women. 
The text for this, the third edition, has been entirely rewritten, and includes new illustrations. New and enlarged coloured plates, of 
h there are fifteen, have been specially prepared ; they open out and fold over, showing, among other physiological phases, the embryo 
different stages, and seven positions of presentation. 


JUST PUBLISHED. Pp. xii+224, with 8 Plates and 91 Illustrations. Price 3/6 
OPERATIVE NURSING AND TECHNIQUE. By ©. P. Cuitpe, F.R.C.S.Eng., Senior 


Surgeon, Royal Portsmouth Hospital. 
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JUST PUBLISHED. Pp. xiv+256, with 41 Illustrations. Price 4/- net. 
LECTURES TO PRACTISING MIDWIVES. By Vicrorta Benyert, M.B., B.S.Lond., 


D.P.H.Camb., Le r to Midwives for the London County Council, late Ins spector under the Midwives Act f e County of 


London, With Preface by Dr. ar Wemesenien 
The NURSING MIRROR says :—* Its great virtue consists in the simplicity and clearness of its style 


THIRD EDITION. Pp. xiv+272, with 118 Illustrations, Plain and Coloured. Price 7/6 net 
LESSONS ON MASSAGE. By Marcarer D. Pactwer, Formerly Instructor of Massage to 


Nursing Staff, London Hospital. 


The LONDON HOSPITAL GAZETTE says :—“ To know all about massage no one can do better than read Mrs, Palmer's } 


JUST PUBLISHED. Third Edition. Thoroughly Revised. Price 1/6 net. 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON MIDWIFERY. by A. B. Carper, M.B,, 


M.R.C.S., Lecturer on Midwifery to the London County Council, &c. 


BAILLIERE, TINDALL & COX, 8, Henrietta St., Covent Garden, London. 
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Jeyes’ disinfectant Cyllin for the 
use of Midwives. it is powerful as 
a disinfectant, but does not hurt 

the most tender skin.” 
Nurses’ Journal. 





FREE To Nurses. 


A Free Sample TIN of Dr. Rincr's Foop, and a most useful 
BOOKLET, will be forwarded to any Nurse sending a Post Card 
for same, 
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Is a complete Diet for Babies, Invalids, 
Dyspeptics, Nursing Mothers, and the Aged. 
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Night Duty will find a « eA of this Food very delicious 
and soothing. 

Used in ma Hospitals and Nu » How 


RIDGE’S ROYAL FOOD MILLS, Dept. 5, LONDON, N. 








The 4d. Bottle, specially prepared for nurses and mid- 
wives, will make 80 Pints of a solution which is 
guaranteed equal in efficiency to 1 in 40 Carbolic Acid. 
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It is in the relation of private nurses to the friends 
of the patient, that M1 ' Power considers they fail 
from the peculiarities of thei 
more often from their want of tact and 
adaptability, and for this Mr. Power considers one must 
largely blame the system — trains. them. He urged 
that nurses should have a sh but definite apprentice 
ship to the work of private nursing after completing their 
hospital course, and also pointed out, how nurses 


most This may arise 
employers, but 


some 








roust pp tion by a foolish idea of standing on then 
d nd st thereby, that they have failed to 
wcquire that primary duty of self-effacement, which carries 
with it no loss of dignity. The relation of the nurse to 
the doctor was well described as one in which she is not 
treated in inferior, but one in which the medical man 
acts as the director of a firm, of which the nurse is one 
everal partners, having equal duties in different 

spheres of action 

' Mr. Power quoted some instructions given by Dr. Bul- 
lien in 1579, on the relationship that should exist between 
the apothecary and physician, and which if the word 
nul be substituted for “apothe: cary, ‘apply equally 
to the present day One was, “To keep clean wares 
lose, and to cast away refuse”’; another, *‘To remember 
h flice is to be the physician’s book”’; a third, **!} 
m first e God, forsee the end, be cleanly, pity the 
poor, and must not bso suborned for money to hurt man- 
kind 

M Powe ncluded his sympathetic and suggestive 
paper by a few hints to nurses on how to keep their hearts 
and 1 l pen and their ideals high. Madame Alphen 
Salvador (founder and president of the Training School 
for Nurses of the Rue Amyot, Paris) spoke on the 
patients’ point of view, and of the need there was fer a 
nurse so to t1 and develop her own character that she 
ould adapt herself to patients of varying ages, condi- 
tions, and ten peraments, and also be able to share joy and 
sorrow with their friends. She spoke of the tedium of 


convalescence and the need there was for a nurse then to 
be also a companion, and of the advantage that accrued 
f read, cheerful, and able to tell a 


she vere well good 


story 
Miss Kent, in an 


be printed 


.dmirable 


and widely read, 


paper, which we pape may 
gave the point of view of th 
scan herself, professionally, economically, and ethically. 
She said how often a nurse, who did excellently in hos 
pital, failed in = ite work from the lack of moral quali- 
ties, such as tact, adaptability, resourcefulness, and self- 
ind urged a special curriculum, and also the 
need for a definite standard of training, which should 
embrace all branches, mental, fever, maternity, &c. 
Miss Kent touched a useful note in urging the import- 
of a nurse securing a proper amount of sleep, and 
said it was unfair, both to herself and her patient to 
render herself unfit for the proper performance of her 
duty by neglect in this respect. The economic outlook she 
considered gloomy, for a nurse’s earnings would not 
under present circumstances enable her as they should to 
provide against old age and the rainy day. She spoke 
against the practice of some hospitals sending out nurses 
before the completion of their training as unfair to the pro 
bationer, the patient, and the fully-tyained nurse, with 
whom she was thus competing. The remedies for the present 
unsatisfactory condition would be, Miss Kent considered, 
that nursing should be organised and controlled by an 
inted by the State, and by the formation of 
a “‘Nurses’ Defence Union” for more purposes than one. 
t rt] Miss Kent urged the need for the 


reliance, 


ance 





nurses to adapt their own character to those of their 
patient nd for them to be women of wide culture and 
varied They needed, ir ack, fe have the wisdom of 
th r the harmlessness of the dove. She feared 
that *~hange—not together for +n better—had come 


over nurses, but expressed the belief that it was but a 





Pp ing pl use, and she reminded her audience that ideals 
‘ the soul of life, and if they lost their ideals they 
the profession of that which gave it being 

Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, in an amusing speech, remarked 
that what is generally called “tact” she called 
intelligence,” and that it demanded a woman of the 
v st telligence to enter into a household and take 

mand of all its component parts, which was virtually 





what a private nurse had to do, and not only the highes 
intelligence, but a wide a sympathetic nature, as no ¢ 
could manage people who did not also love and und 
stand them. In her op inion the private nurse would 
the near future be the pick of the profession, but 
status must be raised, Bs one way to do this was 
relieve the women who adopt this branch of nursing fr 
the sordid considerations of how to keep the pot boilin 
The discussion was continued by several foreign and Er 
lish delegates, and a few well-chosen words from th 
President brought this useful and suggestive meeting to 
lose. 
SCHOOL NURSING. 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, July 
Pearse, Superintendent, L.C.C. School 
chair, Madame Jacques, of the Paris Assistance P 
lique, gave a short address on “School Nursin 
France.” Her remarks, which were in French, 
afterwards translated into English by Miss Pearse. W 
the support of the County Council, the experiment 
tried in Paris of placing dames de propreté, or yo 
nurses, to inspect for cleanliness and hygiene in 
primary schools. The children soon appreciated the 
of these ladies, but the real difficulty arose from the di 
homes and the carelessness of parents who did not tr 
their children m habits of cleanliness. It was fou 
necessary to visit the parents and instruct them on thi 
points, and this succeeded in most cases, so that out 
100 pupils in a year only four were found needing att 
At the end of the 


20th, with M 
Nurses, in 


tion, instead of all, as at first. 

year both parents and children thanked the nurse 
spectors, and these will soon be general throug] 
France. The great factor in regenerating the race 


found to be in the hygienic training of the child 
The school nurse’s task is to see that children are ck 
physically sound, to get them to visit hospitals in 

of disease, to give advice to parents, and, in some cas 
help from the Assistance Publique. Certain epidemi 
such as measles, are almost eliminated by prevention 
infection; children’s wounds are dressed and massage 
given if necessary. An interesting discussion followed, 
which Dr. Ley (Belgium), a school doctor, testified to t! 
urgent need for school nurses, especially in dealing w 
parents. These nurses should be paid, like teachers, an 
laced on a similar footing. Miss Dock (U.S.A.) gave 
brief account of the system in New York, where, 
schools, the nurse has her own little dressing-room, s1 
plied with bandages, solutions, dressings, &c., and attend 
te the various small ailments, under a doctor’s directions 
At least once a year a thorough physical examination of 
each child is made, and the nurse keeps notes of each 
case. Dr. Rose spoke of open-air schools and thei 
future, also of the splendid results apparent already after 
a short period, both in Germany and England. Out 
35,000 children in 1905, 7,000 were placed “under medica 
treatment, and 3,000 were returned home as unfit f 
study. The first open-air school for weakly children wa 
opened six years ago in Charlottenburg, Berlin, as 
compromise between teachers and doctors, and immen 
improvement—mental, moral, and physical—was evider 
within a few months. Now they are all over eo 
In England they were started ew years ago, and t 
results are astonishing. Cases of anemia, incipient A 
and lung trouble are especially benefited. In open 
schools the duties of the school nurse are even more in 
portant and extensive than elsewhere. The resident 
open-air nurse is, in fact, a mother to the children, ar 
these nurses will be more and more needed. Dr. Nabarr 
Medical Inspector of the year, said without nurses it 
impossible to do half the work needed. As soon as tl 
number of school doctors is doubled, that of nurses 
doubled also. With the fifty-one nurses in London it 
almost impossible to get through the work needed. Thi 
work cannot be combined with district nursing and mid 
wifery, on account of the danger of infection. It mu 
be a speciality of its own, and the school nurse’s tin 
besides, is fully taken up. In the Garden City, it 
interesting to note, parents themselves subscribe 1d. per 
week, and so raise £20 to pay for a school nurse. althougt 
there are only 500 children there. The question whethe! 
nurses should live alone or with district nurses wns 
answered according to individual desires f 
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Huntley & Palmers 
AKOLL BISCUITS 


The word “Akoll” is derived from the Greek 


— and signifies “free from starch” — 


Huntley & Palmers “AKOLL” Biscuits are the outcome of a 
scientific endeavour to make a food of a really palatable character 
for the benefit of those to whom starch and sugar in any form are 
absolutely forbidden. 


Bread, toast, and all cereal foods are not available for such 
persons, in view of the quantities of starch and sugar they contain ; 
and one of the obstacles in manufacturing biscuits free from starch 
and sugar, lies in the great difficulty of presenting a product sufficiently 
palatable to be regularly eaten. 

In “AKOLL” Biscuits this difficulty has been successfully 
overcome. They are eminently palatable, and they are practically free 
from starch and sugar, of which they only contain those mere traces 
which can not be eliminated from the albumen employed. 


“AKOLL” Biscuits present a further important advantage from 
the dietetic and medical point of view. 


The importance of proteins in the maintenance of the tissues of 


the body is well known. Without proteins life is impossible. 


In Huntley & Palmers “AKOLL” Biscuits no less than seven 
different proteins are embodied, each having its own particular 
function; and about 60% of the total weight of “AKOLL” Biscuits 
is composed of proteins. 


This feature makes them very valuable not only to those to 

whom starch and sugar are forbidden, but also to all invalids ; 

and they form, moreover, an ideal food for aggravated cases 
of corpulency. 


Supplied by all leading 


oe e080 > @OBOBO 
9808 585808 980808 





ec@ece 


8080 80OC 





oe80eoec 
e 


ec : 
e 0808080808 0808080 
























It is well to mention ‘The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 

















THE 


NURSING TIMES 


JULY 24, 1909. 





ly lownsend hoolmistress, tound the school nurs 
! e gl t | ible support and help 
The Rh A. | Russell, ( haplain-General ot the Guid 


St. Barnab for Nurses, spoke feelingly on the need 
t handling of the dead body, and 
the representative ol 


The should be treated 


ire in tne 
hurse as 


e position occupied by 
‘ body 


arest and dearest 


) e 
the worn-out symbol the life struggle, and in the 
leath hamber there should always be an atm sphere of 
‘ nd silence, as far as possible. In this connec 

n he appealed to the hearts of nurses. Apart from the 
ence ursing, there is the art of nursing, which calls 
for la heart, character, and for ideals. 


ort mind 
{he nurse’s ideal should be that of the medieval Brothers 

ty in the words of Dr. John Brown, ‘“‘If pity 
emotion it should remain as a motive.’’ In 
the mortuary should be reverently treated, and 


sn 





not be, as in some cases, a place likely to shock and 

hurt the feelings of those belonging to the dead Nurses 

gl lo something in this direction, and visitors to 

pitals might also help, by asking to see the mortuary 

ind showing an interest in its arrangements. At St. Bar 

m + trainel nurse is in charge. Miss Breay 
gvested that this should always be the case. 

DISTRICT NURSING EXHIBITION. 

fuis District Nursing Exhibition, organised by Lady 

H Black 1 and Miss Eden, is a delightful reve 

! the is imount of ingenuity, inventive genius, 

l care sh by nurses in their efforts to benefit 

I ents, and to procure for them cheaply the same 

s as are ithin the reach of their richer neigh 

] s i n object lesson in the historical de 

j t of n Ihe room is admirably arranged, 

1 very pretty with its walls covered with white muslin 

i } led b i frieze, designed and painted by Miss 

Platt hich torms one of the most conspicuous features 

xhibition \ bandage, showing reef knots—clove 

nd spicas—runs through it, one end being dropped 

ld Gamp, taken up and applied by Queen’s 

i t n ire snown attending to childhood, youth, and 

| Iwo instructive models are a patient's room 

| ! 1 After’ the advent of the Queen’s nurse and 

ined midwif d ry Miss Platt and Miss du 

s vy respectively There is also a charming model of 

rish cabin, sent by Lady Hermione Blackwood, and 

teresting Irish model of steam kettle embedded in 

imily stew-pot, which is filled with hot peat and 

tood on a chair within the curtains of the patient’s box 

bed An exhibit of historical interest is a set of dolls 

garb of those who have nursed the sick poor in 

ir own homes from the earliest times, collected by the 

inisers. It begins with Anna Seiler of Berne in the 


uwteenth century, and ends with the Queen’s and vil 
nurses of the twentieth. It is impossible to notice 


but mention must be made of the ‘‘Plague Attend 
int in his garment of leather, with a long beak over 
e nose in which disinfectant was placed ; the Sister 


St Vincent de Pau the Nursing Friar of the 
xteenth century; and the notorious ‘‘Mrs. Gamp”’! 
The Scottish Branch of the Q.V.J.I. send an exhibit 
t four dolls dressed in their uniforms, including one in 
ling costume on her cycle! Another most charming 
lel sent by Miss Eden is a series of first-aid and 
transport expedients as used by the Samaritan Associa- 
in Switzerland, with its horses and drivers and 

pring hammocks slung in the cart, &c. The exhibition 
f the Ranyard District Nurses attracted special atten- 
They had a series of models illustrative of their 

rk in the homes of the poor, with many original 
nd excellent contrivances, one notable one being a 
drainage tube arranged with a ring of protection, thus 


the use of the safety-pin. The ‘Bedford 
Guild”’ sent a set of most practical articles, 

deserves special commendation being a cot 
n old box on rough legs: one side is taken 





can be attached to the 

de of the mother’s bed—a warm and convenient arrange- 
nt. The ‘‘Fulham and Hammersmith Association ”’ 

two particularly perfect exhibits—a life-sized model 

f a child in bed with an extemporised extension, and 
laintvy Banana Cot Cradle 


Mrs Alfred 


is so arranged that it 





showed her admirable dinner 


Paine 








nd ell-known stretcher. Several other stretch: 
evidence One excellent one enabled a he 
ase to be raised up; while another took the form 
rry v-chall made out ot a rolle: towel and 
I ida ¢ The ‘‘ Nurses’ Social Union’’ sent a most 
teresting set of exhibits, which should be speci 
noticed by district nurses, as most of them were 


temporised out of things that are found ready to ha 


viz., a hoop cradle; ice bag made from a pig bladd: 
bronchitis kettle made by fixing a piece of rubber tu 
and garden hose to spout of ordinary kettle; a n 


safe costing 4$d.; a paper ear trumpet, &c., Xc. 1 
of model baby clothes; and, indeed, clot 
of various formed one of the features of the 

hibition, two ingenious garments being a child’s je 
and petticoat formed out of old stockings! Some deli 
ful contrivances were sent from abroad. Amongst ot 
we noticed a sleeping bag (from Providence, U.S 

used to keep patients undegoing open-air treatment wa 
an excellent frame for keeping a mackintosh unwrink 
an elaborate bandage (from Holland) for a patient 


also sent sets 


sorts 


fering from extensive eczema; and many dolls 
various countries dressed in their nursing costume 
Space forbids us to chronicle more of the wo. 
shown. Pulleys, contrivances for raising a patient b 
in bed (sent by the Liverpool District Nursing Ass 
tion bed rests, leg rests, steam tents, extempo 
babies’ beds, sterilizers, spittoons, district bags. 
wifery bags, ring pillows, &c., &c. We only hope 
many of our readers may be able to see them in 


and that perchance those who are unable to 


do so 


may have another opportunity in the future, fo 
a representative and complete exhibition is an edu 
that no nurse, district or other, should miss. Pei 
the hichest praise that is possible Was given by 
of our foreign visitors, who, after seeing it l 
claimed, **What love it shows!” 


In the exhibition many interesting manufactured art 
to be seen. The well-known and appreciated pre} 
tions of Messrs and Welcome, includ 
miniature case of medicines, one-eighth cubic inch in 
containing twelve bottles or 300 doses of different 1 
Messrs. hall's reliable exhibits ; Lemco :Welf 
milk preparations; those of Jeyes, with 
Cyllin Syrup for Infantile Diarrhoea; another 
Horlick’s 1s. aluminium goblet for preparing theit 
known beverage, which may be tasted at their pretty 
and gold stall; a new liquid soap, ‘‘Septoforma, 
nurses’ use, with formalin basis (‘‘ Medical Supply 
ciation ”’ This firm also exhibits the Grévillite el 
throat lamp, attachable to any electric light. Mes 
Garrould have their well-known attractions, &c., & 

The Irish Nurses’ Association have an interesting 
with various sterilised articles for operations, als: 
dressed dolls; and among the original inventions of nu 
themselves there are many interesting items, such as 
Nicholas ear bandage, by Nurse Nicholas, who has 
a foot cradle; the bed crutches for supporting h¢ 
patients; the Emuss district nursing case for nurses 
midwives (especially light in weight; one in alumin 
a knitted cotton bandage for varicose veins (pat 
given), a two-handled converse bed-pan for avoiding 
a mosquito hat for the tropics; a special bow! 
tray for enema; an “‘Ariston”’ belt for keeping surg 
dressings, &c., in place; a bicycle dress-guard (‘‘at ! 
6d.”’), &c., &c. Then there is a whole table of d 
in Army dress costumes from Germany (Jordan, Be1 
whilst Madame Jacques exhibits models of French dist 
nurse’s case, and dolls in their costumes. A fuller acc 
will be given next week. 


are 
Burroughs 


cines ; soutna 


various 


novelt 


sores ; 


SOCIAL FUNCTIONS. 


On Monday about 200 delegates and members sat dov 


to a lunch in the Georgian Room at the Gaiety Restaura 


There was a great deal of talk in various languages. T! 


band in the gallery played selections, and all seemed to en} 
themselves after their strenuous morning’s work. 
conclusion of the luncheon, Miss Stewart, in a very 
words, proposed the health of Mrs. Fenwick. 
Mrs. 


cood fellow.”’ Fenwick then proposed the health 


At tl 
This wa 


drunk with musical honours, to the tune of ‘‘He’s a jo! 











Oy 





| emcee cneernem 


the new president, Fraulein Agnes Karll; this was a! 
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A_NEW 








BED PAN 


Best Quality. 


Latest Principles. 


Usual Price. 





The Cleanliest Bed Pan ever 


introduced. 





Light, Easy to handle, and Comfortable to Patient. 





s Made 


in 


Earthenware 


and 


Enamelled 


Iron. @ 











Fig. 1. 





Fig. 2. 


-Bed Pan complete as for use. 


Fig. 2.—Demonstrating the detachable Comfort Ring. 
Fig. 3.—Shows in section the graduated inner flange—to prevent spilling of contents. 


We shall be pleased to send on application printed matter describing 


full advantages of this Pan to 


MAKERS and SOLE CONCESSIONAIRES: 


S. MAW, SON & SONS, 7-12, Aldersgate Street, E.C. 


Nurses. 
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Southalls’ 


Every Lady should Know 


Sanitary Towels are a comfort, convenience, and saving of the 
cost of washing, and an absolute necessity to health— 


SOUTHALLS’ 


the greatest invention of the age for women’s comfort, 
each containing one dozen, by drapers, ladies’ outfitters, 


Towels 


are sold in silver packets, 
and chemists everywhere. 


A trial will immediate ly convince that there is no real substitute for these goods. 


for 6 stamps from the L ady 
Reduced Pri to mei d 

Southalls’ Compressed Towels— tiny silver packets only 2} inches 4 ay “size A. 1d. 
Southalls’ Protective Apron for use with Southalls’ Sanitary Towels. 
‘eeds no adjustment. 
SOUTHALLS’ SANITARY SHEETS (for accouchement), in three sizes. 1s., 2s., 


From all Drapers, Ladies’ Outfitters, and Chemists. 


table. 


are te 17 
mbers of the 


Very durable. 


Medical 


Price 2s. 


and Nursiy 


A Sample Packet, « mtaining six towels in the four standard sizes, post free in plain wrap per 
, Bull Street, Birmingham. 


qa Pr 
; B, 14d. ; C, 2d. 
Very ligh t. Waterproof. 


and 2s. 6d. each. 











It is well to mention “ The Nursing Times” 








when answering its Advertisements. 
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drunk with musical honours, to a pretty German reirain 
Hoch, Ho Hock 
Very many of the delegates were invited to tea at St 
John’s House, where the Sister Superior most hospitably 
received them, and had a kindly special word of greeting 
for each. A ladies’ orchestra played in the hall, and tea 
was served both inside the interesting house and also out 
n the garde 
Ir r ng it St 
Bart} mew’s Hospit g the 
gu tl urge ha l refresh- 
t ver out on a iutifuily decorated with 
5. 
ourtes Hume welcomed delegates 
s by an ‘At Home’”’ on Sunday 





18th, at 9 Colosseum Terrace, the Nurses’ 

number accepted the invitation, both 
reign delegates being represented, from 
Canada to Finland, and even Lapland. The gathering 
v entirely informal h excellent music at intervals, 
and formed a delightful opportunity for delegates from 








rious lands to meet and form acquaintance, and so 
promote -the enteate yrdiale between the nursing sisters 

On Tuesd fternoon the members of the Congress 
were entertained at tea in the Caxton Hall by the British 
Journal i Nu 7 Immense interest was evinced in 
the Nursing Exhibition and the various exhibits. 

In the evening a very enjoyable conversazione was held 
it the Doré Gallery. The background of pictures and the 
picturesque uniforms of the delegates and pretty evening 
dr mad harming effect. M1 asic was played, and 
the light refreshments were thoroug iy appre iated. 





LEGAL ANSWERS 
By a BarRIsTeR-At-Law. 

Legal inquiries are answered as quickly as possible in 
this co umn free of charge, if accompanied by the 
coupon ‘‘ Legal,” to be found in our advertisement pages; 
in special cases, as we cannot guarantee the immediate 
insertion of answers, we have arranged to answer urgent 
queries by post os 3 days, if they are accompanied 
by emittance of 2s. 6d. To readers who do not know 
a reliable aliciter we can recommend one by post if a 
stamped envelope ia enclosed. 

Nurse S.—Your right to claim does not depend on the 
agreement being in writing, although, of course, it is 
ulways easier to prove what the agreement is when it is 

mmitted to writing. 

[he question as to whether you can claim anything 
depends on the fact whether you were engaged for a 
certain period from a certain date. If you were, and it 
seems evident from what you say that you were, then 
you are entitled to claim for your fee plus board and 











lodging for that period. But if, during that period you 
obtain other work, the amount you receive in payment 
for such work must be deducted from the amount of your 
ui! r you are claiming this amount for damages 
suffered. If, on the other hand, you were merely engaged 
to nurse the lady over her confinement, whenever that 
event should happen, and you were otherwise engaged 
when it did happen, and were in consequence unable to 
t r wi she wanted you, then the agreement 
co end have no claim. Should you 
be pe r th ngaged from a certain 
dat tr ild commence an action 
n ( ( rt vunt of your claim, and 
Edit re to a reliable solicitor 
l € es f su h 
B t aippen to you in the irse 
1 aris ployment, then it is clear 
. sainst yt em} er under 
mpensat \ ] se you describ f r 
ting septic pois ¢, I am of opinion t nder tl} 
\ st ! m ha the ¢ n S 
l } t ! t ind was 
I l I sualty 
N s \ \ If 1 tk I id s greed t 
n ¢ + artain + ther ; e entitled 
" pe : end 





in the meanwhile, unless, of course, such interven 
event has operated to determine your contract of servi 

Clearly, too, you have a claim for compensation on 
ground of the bicycle accident arising in the course 
and out of your employment. But you must not mix 
the holiday and the period for which you require 
pensation. If you are unable to work, and are | 
paid compensation, it is clear that you cannot claim 
full wages that you are entitled to during your holida 

Cyrus.—If you win your case in the County Court 
will recover the costs of the action, which will be 
by the defendant. I should certainly advise your em; 
ing a solicitor, and if you do not know one the Ex 
will recommend you one should you require it. 





THE NEW MATRON AT GUY'S 

O Ireland, and more especially to Sir Patrick | 
TT Hospital Dublin, has fallen the honour of prov 
the new matron for Guy’s Hospital. Miss Haug 
who is the niece of the late Prof. Samuel Haughtor 
now returning to her old training school, where she 
served in the official capacity of sister of Patience 
Samaritan and Astley Cooper wards. In 1902 } 
Haughton was appointed matron of Sir Patrick D 
Hospital in succession to Miss Huxley. Since then 
has effected a number of minor changes, necessitated 
the course of time. The length of training for p 
tioners has been lengthened to three years, and i 
the Preliminary Training School was established. 
addition to taking the keenest interest in her hospital 
its staff, Miss Haughton has also been an energeti 
ber of the Irish Nurses’ Association, and is a membe 
the executive committee; she has also been hon. secré 
of the Irish Matrons’ Association since 1905, the 
after it was founded. It was through Miss Haug 
efforts, in her official connectien with the Irish M 
that the Incorporated Society of Trained Masseuses 
induced to hold an annual examination in Dublin, 
saving Irish candidates the expense of coming to I 
Miss Swift is glad to be relinquishing the reins of 
into the hands of a nurse of her own school, but 
Patrick Dun’s Hospital is sincerely mourning 
of their matron, who has brought the hospital into 
a high state of efficiency and endeared herself to all 
whom she has worked. 


ART NEEDLEWORK COMPETITION 
NEW competition has been arranged by the 
ee ros of ‘‘Ososilkie,”’ with prizes ranging 
twelve guineas to five shillings. There are two clas 
Class A being for art embroidery, broderie anglaise, dx 
thread work, hardanger or canvas work; and Class B 
crochet, knitting, tatting, Teneriffe lace work, fé 
stitching, or smocking. In both classes the first } 
are twelve guineas each, the second six guineas each 
third four guineas each, the fourth two guineas 
twelve extra prizes of one guinea each, twelve ex 
prizes of half-guinea each, thirty extra prizes of 7s 
each, and thirty extra prizes of 5s. each. No entr 
ee or coupon is necessary, and competitors are at libe 
to choose their own designs. There is, of course, the us 
stipulation that no other yarn but ‘‘Ososilkie’’ mus 
used in the making of the piece of work sent in. 1 
mpetitior closes on February 14th, 1910, and an exhi 
f tl rk of the 174 successful competitors 
Y ld in the windows and show rooms of Wm. Whit 
Ltd., Westbourne Grove, London, on February 21st, 

















emainder of that week. ‘‘Ososilkie,’’ as its name imp! 
ks like silk, and actually feels like silk. and is sm 
ind easy to work with; it is made in three sizes in 
shades which will wash and retain their lust 
\ ircular giving full particulars of the 1 
governing this competition can fr 
iny up-to-date fancy draper or art 1 lex stor 
, nufacturers. Messrs. Tubbs, Hiscocks 
Co., Ltd., Milton Street, London, E.C.; enclose 6d 
1 pe return of post you will receive a shade 
howing 150 fascinating shades, together with a ra! 
f small sampies representing the various sizes in wh 
‘Ososilkie *’ is made, and at the same time they will gi 
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ITEMS 


ue final examination of nurses in the Sussex County 
pital, has lately taken place, all passed. The examiner 
Mr. Russell Howard, F.R.C.S., of the London Hos- 
Examiner of Nurses to the Westminster Hospital, 


NEWS 


the recent meeting of Lady Dudley’s Nursing 
eme it was announced that Lieut. Shackleton, the 


th Pole explorer, would give a lecture next Novem- 


m behalf of the society. 


ne following nurses were successful at the recent half- 
ly examination for staff nurses at Lewisham Union 
mary :—Nurses Aldis, Cooper, Grace, Holland, Law- 
Sheaf, and Willoughby. Twelve probationers also 
ered their first year’s examination, and ten were 
-essful. 


tss Froyp Bowen, of Llandaff, has been appointed 
health visitor and inspector of midwives for the 


gh of Brighton at a salary of £80 per annum, and 
rm. The appointment has been made as the out- 
f the adoption of the Notification of Births’ Act by 


Reveuahh Council. 


URING the past winter a Bill for the State registration 


‘ nurses has been passed in eight of the American States 


Bill as passed in Pennsylvania provides for the 
jority of the Board of Examiners being physicians, a 


ture with which the nurses in the State are not 
ely satisfied, but which will probably be revised 
\r a recent meeting of the Carnarvon Guardians, it 


s reported that Nurse Thomas, who had been called 
n to resign, had failed to do so, and a letter from 
solicitor was read asking to be furnished with the 
siting Committee’s report upon their investigations. 
Guardians, however, agreed to serve a notice on Nurse 
ymas terminating her services at the beginning of the 
lowing week. 


\n appeal has been made through the Indian Press on 
ilf of the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution. These 
ses work in the leading Calcutta hospitals, and some 
them are available for private cases. There are some 
nurses on the staff, of whom 72 work in the Presi- 
y General Hospital, 46 in the Medical College Hospi- 
and 14 in the Eden Hospital, while the remaining 
live in Lady Canning’s Home, and constitute the 
ite nursing staff. 





Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 


Wales.- 
Harpurhey 
Dereham from 
and Ocker Hill, 
Bath, Miss 
Home, from 


Appointments: England and 
: lion A. Bronkhorst to Manchester, 
ne, Miss Catherine Elwin to East 
nsby, Miss Alice A. Nichol to Tipton 
s Lydia N. Parnell to Sholing from 
1erine P. Phillips to Leeds, Holbeck 


ey. 


. AT. MILITARY 


stings and Transfers 


nsfers and 





NURSING SERVICE 
Miss M. Worthing 
toyal Victoria Hospital, Netley, from Military 
Edinburgh; Miss S. O. Beamish to Military 
Edinburgh. from Military Hospital, York. Staff 
Miss K. Stewart to Cambridge Hospital, 
rshot. on appointment; Miss C. M. ae. to Royal 
ert Hospital, Woolwich, on appointment; Miss C. 
rae to Military Hospital, York, from Royal Herbert 
tal, Woolwich; Miss M. E. Medforth to Military 
il, Chatham, from Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot 
tions: The undermentioned Staff Nurses to be 
-Miss S. O. Beamish. Miss H. Hartigan, Miss 
Johnston, Miss H. M. E. Ma Miss E. M. 


h 


-Siaters: 


pital, 
ital, 


cartnev, 





APPOINTMENTS 


Wricur, Miss L. 
Durham. 
Trained at Lewisham Union Infirmary; Park Hospital, 
Hither Green (charge nurse); Sefton Park Nurses’ 
Home, Liverpool (Private nursing). 

Woopwarp, Miss E. A. Superintendent of Night Nurses, 
Camberwell Parish Infirmary. 
Trained at Camberwell Infirmary 
CopetaNnD, Miss H. Superintendent 

Union Infirmary. 
Trained at Birkenhead Union 


Matron, Tanfield Hospital Tantobie, 


sister 
nurse, 


Rochdale 


Infirmary (charge nurse, 


night sister, theatre sister, assistant superintendent 
nurse, and home sister), I.8.T.M., C.M.B. 

McManvs, Miss. Sister, Tolworth Joint District Hos- 
pital, Surbiton. 

Trained at City Hospital, York; Isolation Hospital, 
Stockton-on-Tees (assistant nurse Tolworth Joint 
District Hospital (assistant nurse 

RancGer, Miss. Sister, Tolworth Joint District Hospital. 





Trained at Wandsworth Infirmary; Park Hospital, 
Hither Green (staff nurse); Royal Throat Hospital 
staff nurse, night superintendent); private nursing. 

SmirnH, Mrs. E. Charge nurse, Sunderland Union In- 
firmary. 

Trained at Sunderland Union Hospital. 

PRESENTATIONS 
SUPERINTENDENT Nurse Rose, who is retiring from 


office at Eastbourne Workhouse Infirmary after twenty- 
two years’ work, has been presented with a purse of 
money and a handsome clock from the nurses, patients, 
and others, also with a silver teapot from the past and 
present medical officers, bearing the following inscrip- 
tion :—‘‘ Presented to Miss H. A. Rose, on her resigna- 
tion, by the medical officers of the Eastbourne Union 
Infirmary, under whom she acted as superintendent nurse 
for over twenty-two years, in recognition of the kind, 
conscientious, and skilful manner in which she rendered 
all her duties.”” Miss Smith, who has been a nurse at 
Eastbourne Infirmary for nineteen years, and has just 
resigned, also received a purse from those with and for 
whom she had worked. 

Miss S. Taytor (Mrs. E. E. Ritchie), superintendent 
nurse at the Haslingden Workhouse Infirmary, was pre- 
sented with a handsome silver tea service on the occasion 
of her retirement to be married. In making the presenta- 
tion, the Clerk referred to Miss Taylor’s work in re- 
organising the nursing at Haslingden, which will shortly 
have a new infirmary, and wished her all success in the 
name of the staff in her new position as matron of 
Bradford Workhouse. 





Mr. Freperick Drxon, of the Christian Science Com- 
mittees on Publication, writes a letter (too long for pub- 
lication in our columns), taking exception to our review 


of ‘‘The Faith and Works of Christian Science.’’ Those 
interested in the subject can obtain further information 
by applying to him at 23 Clun House, Surrey Street, 


Strand, W.C. 


ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT 


Nvurse P.—Your terms seem exceedingly moderate, and 
your diet sheet very good. Of course you are not bound 
to go out for walks with the nurses, and are at liberty 
to make what rules you please as to “‘lights out.” 

TRAVEL ANSWER 
Aquitecia.—The best centres for Dartmoor are Prince 


Town and Two Bridges. Chagford and Moretonhampstead 
are also good localities. The best accommodation is in 
farms or farmhouse boarding houses. The following are 
some addresses :—Mrs. Hooper, Yellam, Chagford; Mrs. 
Henry Ellis, Greatstones, Chagford; Miss Stone, North 
Moor Farm, Moretonhampstead; Mrs. Coaker, Spider's 
Cottage, near Prince Town; Mrs. Petherick, Prince Hall, 
Dartmoor, Prince Town; Saracen’s Hotel, Two Bridges. 





MIDWIFERY 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND 

THE MIDWIVES ACT 
’E have received a copy of the Memorandum of 

\\ Evidence submitted by the British Medical Associa 

tion to the Departmental Committee of the Privy Council 
I Midwives Act I'his is chietly con 

cerned with the 

titioners when summoned on the 

under the Act, and the following 

tions made by the Association 


of the payment of medical prac 
advice of midwives, 
are the recommenda- 
a [hat it is the duty of the State or the 

medical profession, to make pr‘ 
vision whereby assistance, if required, may be 
rendered without delay to every parturient woman 01 
newly-born infant, and to bear any financial risk involved 
) | whereby this can be secured 


f 
wking of the 


juestion 


general com 
munity, and not of the 


medical 


b) That the only system 
at the iould guarantee the payment of the fee 
doctor, and should recover it from the patient 
is desirable or possible, in the same manner as 
overed 


State 


ipal authorities have, in many instances, re 
from patients admitted to local isolation hospitals the 
( ol maintenance therein, and Boards of 
Guardians have recovered for relief ‘‘upon loan.”’ 

That the matter should be with through the 
local health authority and not through the Poor Law, as 
it is undertaken more in the interests of the public than 
in the interests of individuals. 

Ihe Association further suggests that ‘‘ provision should 
be made for securing that at least one member of the 
Central Midwives Board shall be a general practitioner, 
and that such a member might suitably be a representative 
of the Association The Association protests against any 
lowering of the standard for the registration of 
which it considers ‘‘would defeat the objects of publi 
protection, which the Midwives Act was adopted to carry 
proposes that the supervision of midwives should 
in al in the hands of medical health officers; 
that / midwives should be prohibited from the 
administration of drugs, and that those engaged in train 
ing candidates for the C.M.B. certificate should be unde1 
the supervision of inspectors appointed by the Board 


tne 


dealt 


idwives, 


out ; ht 





TWO BOOKS FOR MIDWIVES 


Lectures to Practising Midwives. by Dr. Victoria 
Bennett Lecturer to Midwives L.C.C (Bailliére, 
Tindall, and Cox 4s net 
SCHARLIEB, in a preface to these lectures, 
it is ‘‘a successful translation of scientific truth into 

intended for practising midwives, 

pregnant 


homely language 
nurses, and 
and puerperal 
C any educated and intelligent woman could 
profit by much of the contents of this book, although 
we think fo class of reader it goes further into the 
subject than Maternity nurses will find it 
a very r vestment, and also those practising mid 
wives who may have had their theoretical training many 
years to rub up their knowledge. The large 
type printing greatly add to the value of the 
bool ! the istrations are well chosen and of 


thers responsible for the care of 
vomen.”’ 


ertainly 


essary 


good 
e that a good meal early 
the ravenous craving 
who have fasted 


in t 

so ofter en in the infants of women 
for hours before e birth of the child ’’; and the diatribe 
, exhaustive that we must quote it in 
full 1e bab mforter, beloved of babies, mothers, 
and 1 is an abomination which should be eschewed 
by idwives. It gives the child its first lesson in deceit, 
distorts the shape of its mouth and palate, often alters 
the direction of growth of its teeth, and diminishes the 
amount of room within its nose, which diminution will 
{ater make nose-breathing difficult and favour the whole 
train of ills which follows mouth-breathing, namely, en 
larged tonsil idenoids, ear, throat, and chest diseases, 
and general 


on ymit 


debility 








We are sorry not to see compression of the aorta mer 
tioned in the treatment of post-partum hemorrhage, a: 
we think the vigorous preparation of the nipples me 
tioned by means of suction might occasionally set 1 
uterine contraction, while in another edition the stat 
ment that ‘‘the heart works at the rate of eig! 
hours a day’ should be explained. Physiologi 
tell us that the pauses between the beats of the he 
make up twelve hours; that the time taken for t 
blood to pass from auricles to ventricles, which on 
involves light work for the heart, is three hours; and th 
the really hard work of pumping blood into the arteri 
occupies about nine hours; and Dr. Bennett points o 
that nature arranges a “relative rest’’ after the stra 
of labour is over by slowing the heart’s action to fift 
four or sixty beats a minute. 

Questions and Answers on Midwifery for Midwives 
with Syllabus of Lectures for the C.M.B. ! 
A. B. Calder, M.B., M.R.C.S., Lecturer on M 
wifery to L.C.C., &c. Third Edition. (Baillie: 
Tindall, and Cox.) 1s. 6d. net. 
Cookery books often direct that a given quantity of wat: 
should be added to a certain quantity of material, and | 
boiled down to one-half or one-third of the original qua 
tity—the result being a concentrated decoction. Dr. Calder 
loves concentrated decoctions, and his ‘Syllabus of Le 
tures’? represents an almost perfect example of h 
speciality. Lecturers will find all their ‘‘heads’’ prepared 
for them, and nothing forgotten, and midwives “‘revisin, 
before their examination will be reminded of everythi 
necessary. And all in fifty pages of five by three and a 
half inches ! 

But this is not all. One hundred pages of the sar 
size contain the C.M.B. examination questions from 1 
to 1909, with complete answers to each. We can 
imagine better practice for a C.M.B. candidate than 
copy out the six questions set at one time, and, without 
looking at the answers given, to write out her answers 
carefully and then correct them by the book. By t 
time she has worked through the twenty-two sets s 
ought at least to know how to answer questions, a p< 
which those who have not had the advantage of pul 
school education often find most difficult. We are s 
that, taken in small doses, this excellent concentrat 
decoction will prove most satisfactory and strengthen 
to all midwifery students, whether male or female. 





OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM 


Wives 1s touched upon ina report recently made 
Medical Association by a special committ 
appointed some time ago to investigate into the causes 
ophthalmia neonatorum, and report upon preventive act 
to be taken by the Association. 


\ QUESTION of very considerable importance to m 


the British 


other suggested directions to midwives is 

ct that ‘‘ Nothing should be dropped into 

*; an other words, that midwives should 
prohibited from using antiseptic solutions for that purp 
lmost of ordinary routine amongst ma 
taught so to do during their ti 
ing whenever there appears to be the slightest indi 
tion of the need for such a precaution. The committ 
has found that ophthalmia neonatorum, to wh 
cause they attribute upwards of 10 per cent. of all cas 
of blindness, actually shows signs of decrease from t! 
latest returns available. Surely it will be very unwise 
take any steps to prevent those prompt measures on tl 
part of trained midwives which may justifiably be believe 
to have had a favourable influence on the figures in ques 
tion? If midwives are to wait till a doctor can be fou! 
to perform this simple duty precious time will be lost, ar 
the babies’ eyes will as certainly suffer in consequen 
There can be no doubt as to the help in the prevention « 
blindness that is now being given by certified midwive 
if their co-operation is to be lost by the enforcement 
such unnecessary restrictions as these it will be a griev: 
pity 


now a matter 


midwives, Wi. are 





